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Borough of Carlisle 
Truth & Reconciliation Commission 

October 10, 2022 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Members present: Emily Kelahan (co-chair), TaWanda Hunter-Stallworth (co-chair), Dorene Wilbur, Lou 
Werderbach, Andrew Razanauskas, and Ronda Tamblyn -Watts. 
 
Absent:  Jerry Stirkey 
 
Also present: Mayor Shultz, Stephanie Taylor and Nicole Meals 
   
Ms. Kelahan called the meeting to order at 6:03 PM. 
 
The Truth & Reconciliation Commission unanimously approved the minutes from the August 8 and the 
September 12, 2022 meetings. (Hunter-Stallworth/Razanauskas) 
 
Topics that were discussed: 
 

✓ Old Business 

• HBCU Fair update 
  

Ms. Wilbur reported that the HBCU fair was a success.  They had 317 attendees and all were 
very invested and engaged during the learning sessions. 
 

• Community Engagement Support 
 

There was much discussion in regards to the request form that was being developed for 
funding requests that were/are presented to the TRC.  Ms. Kelahan suggested that it be 
included in the final report that will be presented to Council, to include a program that would 
provide funding to DEI events.    
 

✓ Discussion Items 

• Health & Wellness Recommendations 
 

Due to an oversight, no specific TRC members were assigned to this topic.  Discussion in 
regards to how this topic intertwines with the others ensued and the overall importance of 
health and wellness is to communities.  All members will brainstorm recommendations to be 
discussed at the next meeting.     
 

• Indigenous People’s Day 
 

Ms. Tamblyn-Watts gave a traditional greeting in Ojibway as she is both a learner and teacher 
of the language.  Ms. Tamblyn-Watts presented four topics to be discussed for possible 
inclusion in the final report to Council as follows: 
 
1. Collaborate with the US Army War College and others to remove barriers to repatriation 

per the Native American Graves Protection & Repatriation Act.  This would apply to graves 
currently located within the Carlisle Barracks and those in other locations across 
Cumberland County, including on privately held land. 
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2. Investigate and publish a list of religious orders historically or currently involved in 
supporting the Carlisle Indian Industrial Schools assimilation mandate.  Assure these 
entities, whether through charitable or other avenues, do not receive funding for 
initiatives related to indigenous matters.  Assure the funding is given directly to projects 
that originate from indigenous initiatives. 

3. Support indigenous language revitalization efforts.  Privilege those languages that were 
specifically targeted for destruction as one of the Carlisle Indian Industrial School 
mandates. 

4. Research, consult and collaborate toward realization of land facts around the actions of 
the Carlisle Indian School. 

 
All TRC members were very appreciative to the insight that Ms. Tamblyn-Watts provided in 
regards to Indigenous People.  The TRC had not originally placed the Carlisle Indian Industrial 
School as a “basket”, and the TRC will take these recommendations into consideration for the 
final report.    
 

✓ New Business – Future of the Commission 
 
There was discussion in regards to what will become of the TRC after the final recommendations 
are presented in December 2022.  It has been suggested that the future of the commission could 
be incorporated into the final recommendations. 

 
✓ Updates from Borough Council/Staff 

Mayor Shultz announced that on October 17, 2022 the first of a series of town hall meetings will 

be held at 5:30 p.m. at Memorial Park. 

 

Ms. Hunter-Stallworth invited public comments.   There were no comments. 

The next Truth and Reconciliation Commission meeting is scheduled for Monday, November 14, 2022 at 
6:00 pm in Borough Hall.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:10 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Nicole Meals 


